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Is It Safe to Evaluate Pedicle Screw Position with
Postoperative Tomography?

Pedikiil Vidas: Pozisyonunu Postoperatif Tomografi ile Degerlendirmek

Giuvenli mi?
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Dear editor,

We recently read with great interest the article titled "Accuracy
of Pedicle Screw Placement in Thoracolumbar Spine with
Conventional Open Technique” by Borcek et al. (1). We
congratulate the authors for reporting their results. Borcek
et al. have reported conventional open technique results of
thoracolumbar spine procedures that were similar to those
with image-guided techniques in the literature (1).

The open technique is safe method as Borcek et al. reported
but it may not be safe to evaluate the screw position with
postoperative computerized tomography in every patient.
In contrast to the studies they cited, Borcek et al. did not
mention reduction in radiation exposure with image-guided
techniques (1, 3). Nottmeier et al. reported reduction of
radiation exposure with navigation systems (2). Tian and Xu
found minimal to no radiation exposure to the surgeon or
operating room staff as there was no active fluoroscopy (3).
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Another point that should be mentioned is that the authors
did not classify pedicle breach according to etiology. We
think that degenerative scoliosis could have shown more
association with pedicle screw malposition.
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