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Abstract : A patient harboring a distal posterior cerebral artery
aneurysm is presented. The aneurysm located on the right calcarine
artery was totally excised. So far only two cases with such a distal

aneurysm of PCA have been published. This very rare anatomic
site for an aneurysm and the related literature are reviewed.
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INTRODUCTION

Posterior cerebral artery aneurysms are rare.They
comprise 0.6 to 2.2 % of all intracranial and 7 to 15
% of all vertebro-basilar aneurysms (12,15,20,24).
Aneurysms arising from the distal portion of this
artery represent even a more rare pathologic condi-
tion. Only 13 % of all PCA aneurysms are considered
to be distal to the posterior temporal branch or the
P3 segment (26).

CASE REPORT

This 18-year-old girl was admitted to our clinic
because of a sudden and severe headache followed
by bouts of vomiting. Lumbar puncture performed
by the first consulting physician on the same day
of the attack revealed bloody CSF with moderately
increased pressure. Her medical history included
attacks of rheumatic fever treated with penicilline.

A pansystolic 3/6 grade murmur was heard on
physical exam ination. Neurologic examination
revealed (++++) neck stiffness and left homony-
mous hemianopsia. Laboratory findings were as
follows: ESR 30mm/hr, ASO 400 Todd Units, CRP
(+++). Latex, Rheumatoid factor and ANA were
negative. Throat, blood, CSF and urine cultures were
negative. ECG was normal.

CT (Fig.1) showed hemorrhage in the lateral,third
and fourth ventricles and also in the subependyma.

Distortion of the right lateral ventricle was noted. A
hyperdense lesion suggesting hematoma and measur-
ing 44x50 mm could be followed from the occipital
horn of the right ventricle up to the vertex. A right
carotid arteriography (Fig.2A and 2B) revealed an

Fig. 1: CT photo showing a large right occipital hematoma.
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Fig. 3 : The aneurysmal sac after its total excision. The ruptured area on the wall is noted.
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