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The Use of
Methylprednisolone, Vitamin
E and Their Combination in
Acute Spinal Cord Injury:
An Experimental Study
Akut Omurilik Yaralanmas›nda
Vitamin E, Metilprednizolon ve
Kombinasyonunun Kullan›m›:
Deneysel Çal›ﬂma
ABSTRACT
OBJECTIVE: The effects of methyprednisolone (MP) and Vitamin E (Vit E) combination
treatment was investigated in an experimental spinal cord injury model in rats.
METHOD: Thirty-one rats were randomly divided into the five following groups: control
group, MP group, Vit E group, MP+Vit E group and sham operated group. A spinal cord
injury was produced in the rats by using a compression injury model at the T8 vertebra
level for 10 minutes. MP was injected as a 30 mg/kg IV bolus, 1 hour after the injury,
followed by an infusion of 5.4 mg/kg for 23 hours. Vit E was administered as a 30 mg/kg
IV bolus at the posttraumatic 1st, 7th , 13th and 19th hours. The sham group underwent
laminectomy without spinal cord compression and did not receive medication. The
animals were sacrificed at the posttraumatic 48th hour and histopathological examination
was performed in a blinded fashion for the following criteria: hemorrhage, necrosis,
edema, microcyst, microglia proliferation and PMNL infiltration.
RESULTS: The pathology evaluation of the groups revealed that the MP+Vit E
combination treatment impeded the progress of edema/microcyst formation, microglia
proliferation, and necrosis.
CONCLUSION: Vit E, when combined with MP for spinal cord injury treatment,
augments the effect of MP probably due to its antioxidant effects.
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ÖZ
AMAÇ: Sıçanlarda deneysel omurilik yaralanması modelinde metilprednizolon (MP) ve
Vitamin E (Vit E) kombine tedavisinin etkilerini araştırmak.
YÖNTEM: Otuz bir Wistar sıçan kontrol grubu, MP grubu, Vit E grubu, MP+Vit E grubu
ve Sham grubu olmak üzere 5 farklı gruba ayrıldı. Sıçanların omuriliğine T8 omuru
düzeyinde 10 dakikalık kompresyon hasarı modeli uygulandı. MP travmadan 1 saat sonra
30 mg/kg IV bolus olarak ve sonraki 23 saat boyunca 5.4 mg/kg’dan infüzyon olarak
verildi. Vit E 30 mg/kg IV bolus olarak travma sonrası 1., 7., 13. ve 19. saatlerde verildi.
Sham grubuna sadece laminektomi yapılıp herhangi bir kompresyon veya medikasyon
uygulanmadı. Hayvanlar travma sonrası 48. saatte sakrifiye edildi ve şu kriterlere göre
histopatolojik olarak kör inceleme yapıldı: hemoraji, nekroz, ödem, mikrokist, mikroglial
hücre artışı ve polimorfonuklear lökosit infiltrasyonu.
BULGULAR: Grupların histopatolojik değerlendirilmesi sonucunda MP ve Vit E’nin
kombine tedavisinin ödem, mikrokist oluşumu, mikroglial hücre artışı ve nekrozu diğer
gruplara göre daha iyi oranda azalttığı bulundu.
SONUÇ: Vit E omurilik hasarı tedavisinde, MP ile kombine uygulandığında, muhtemelen
antioksidan etkilerinin yardımı ile MP’nin etkilerini artırmaktadır.
ANAHTAR SÖZCÜKLER : Lipid peroksidasyonu, Metilprednizolon, Omurilik hasarı,
Vitamin E
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INTRODUCTION
Acute spinal cord injury (SCI) resulting in
various degrees of neurological deficit is a
devastating condition, both physiologically and
psychologically, and the present methods of
treatment offer limited hope for restoration of
neurological function. Current opinion is that acute
SCI is a two-step process with primary and
secondary mechanisms. The former involves the
mechanical insult and subsequent compression of
the spinal cord, initiating a cascade of biochemical
and cellular processes known as the secondary
injury mechanisms (7,8). Briefly, secondary injury
mechanisms involve both vascular and neuronal
responses including hemorrhage, loss of
microcirculation, ischemia, decreased intracellular
ATP production, lactic acidosis, influx of calcium
ions, increased extracellular potassium, production
of free oxygen radicals, membrane hydrolysis by
lipid peroxidation (LP), prostaglandin and
leukotriene generation and edema formation
(6,7,9,30). Among these, LP is thought to be the main
secondary mechanism after acute injury (16,32,33).
There is currently considerable confusion and
controversy regarding the treatment of acute SCI.
During the last two decades, numerous studies have
been made to determine the ‘standard’ treatment
protocol. The therapeutic effect of a variety of agents
including MP (36,6,7), gangliosides (30), naloxone
(37), trilazad mesylate (9), nimodipine (14), ginkgo
biloba (24), activated protein C (17), thyrotropine
releasing hormone (24), prostacyclin (9), Vit E (29),
cycloheximide (27) and gabexate mesylate (34) has
been investigated in both clinical and experimental
studies. Among these agents, the use of MP infusion
following acute SCI was widely approved mainly
following the results of the National Acute Spinal
Cord Injury Studies [NASCIS I, II, III] (5,6,8). The
NASCIS studies confirmed that high doses of MP
improve neurological recovery if administered
within 8 hours of injury. Up to now, the most likely
explanation for the protective effect of MP’s in SCI is
that MP suppresses membrane breakdown by
inhibiting LP (10,22,34).
Vit E (alpha-tocopherol) is a fat-soluble
antioxidant, participating in reduction reactions that
aim to remove the free radicals in the body. In
addition to its antioxidant effect, Vit E enhances the
regional microcirculation and its protection against
LP is extremely important for the functional
integrity of all biologic membranes (5,13,15).

The outcome of MP and Vit E therapy has been
investigated individually in numerous experimental
models of SCI. However, no study has yet assessed
the effects of a combination treatment (MP+Vit E) in
a rat model of spinal cord compression injury. Our
purpose was to evaluate the results based on
histopathological criteria.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The experimental procedure was approved by the
ethical committee for animal experiments of our
university. All of the procedures were done
according to the accepted standards of the Guide for
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals. The study was
carried out on thirty-one male Wistar rats, weighing
260-300 grams. The rats were randomly divided into
the following five groups: control group (n=6); MP
group (n=8); Vit E group (n=6); MP+Vit E group
(n=5); and sham operated group (n=6).
The rats were anesthetized using halothane; they
were then intubated endotracheally and ventilated
with room air. Femoral arterial and venous catheters
were placed to monitor the blood pressure and
arterial blood gas values, and administer fluids and
drugs. The body temperature was monitored by
using rectal probes and maintained at 36,5 - 37°C by
heating pads.
The spinal cords were carefully exposed
following microsurgical removal of the vertebral
lamina at the T8 level. To injure the cord, the
compression injury model described by Morino et al.
(28) was used. Briefly, an iron stick with a soft,
rounded conical silicone on its tip, weighing 20 g in
total, was gently and slowly placed on the exposed
spinal cord extradurally and kept for ten minutes.
The doses of MP and Vit E were determined
based on previous studies (12,26,29). MP was
injected as 30 mg/kg IV bolus,1 hour after the injury,
followed by an infusion of 5.4 mg/kg for 23 hours.
Vit E dose was also administered via the intravenous
route as a 30 mg/kg IV bolus at the posttraumatic
1st, 7th, 13th and 19th hours. The sham group
underwent laminectomy without trauma and did
not receive any medication.
The animals were sacrificed at the post-traumatic
48th hour. The spinal cord at the 8th thoracic
vertebra level was immediately and atraumatically
removed for histopathological examination. The
specimens were fixed with formalin (10%). After
fixation, the cords were embedded in paraffin and
microtome subserial sections of 4µ thickness were
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prepared. The slices were then stained with
Hematoxylin and Eosin (H-E) and examined in a
blinded fashion under the light microscope. The
traumatic injury was graded histopathologically as
negative (no change); +1 (mild pathological
changes); +2 (moderate pathological changes) or +3
(severe pathological changes).
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
The unpaired Student t-test was used for statistical
analysis. P<0,05 was considered significant.
RESULTS
The sequential pathological changes after acute
injury to the spinal cord include hemorrhage,
edema, necrosis, microcyst formation and infarction.
In the pathological specimens of the control group,
these changes were clearly identified (Figure 1). The
degree of microcyst formation for the MP group and
Vit E group were moderate and mild, respectively.
Examination of neither the MP group (Figure 2) nor
the Vit E group (Figure 3) revealed apparent changes
except for a moderate decrease in the edema and
microcyst formation when compared to the control
group (P=0,01). The interesting point is that striking
changes were identified on the specimens of the
MP+Vit E group (Figure 4). There was a marked
decrease in the amount of hemorrhage, necrosis and
microcyst formation when compared to the other
groups (P=0,009). In addition, the process of edema
formation and microglia proliferation was shown to
be mild or negative, supporting the hypothesis that
the combination therapy of MP and Vit E may
augment each other’s effect at least in terms of
histopathological criteria. The results are
summarized in Tables I and II.

Figure 1: Control group: Severe hemorrhage, moderate
edema and microcyst formations (HEx100).

4

Figure 2: MP group: Hemorrhage and microcyst
formation. Mild edema and necrosis are noted (HEx100).

Figure 3: Vit E group: Hemorrhage and microcyst
formation (HEx100).

Figure 4: MP+Vit E group: Markedly reduced hemorrhage
and necrosis. There is mild microcyst formation (HEx100).
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Table I. Summary of histopathological findings of the rat groups.
Groups

Sham
n=6
Control
1
2
3
4
5
6
MP
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
Vit E
1
2
3
4
5
6
MP+Vit E
1
2
3
4
5

Hemorrhage

Necrosis

Edema

Microcyst
Proliferation

Microglia

PNL
infiltration of
meninges

Negative
3+
3+
3+
1+
3+
1+

Negative
1+
1+
1+
Negative
1+
Negative

Negative
2+
1+
2+
1+
2+
1+

Negative
2+
2+
2+
1+
2+
1+

Negative
1+
Negative
1+
Negative
1+
1+

Negative
1+
1+
2+
Negative
2+
1+

3+
2+
3+
2+
1+
2+
Negative
2+

1+
1+
1+
1+
Negative
1+
Negative
1+

1+
1+
1+
1+
Negative
1+
Negative
Negative

2+
1+
3+
3+
2+
1+
Negative
1+

1+
Negative
Negative
1+
1+
1+
Negative
Negative

Negative
Negative
1+
1+
Negative
1+
1+
1+

1+
3+
3+
3+
2+
3+

Negative
1+
1+
1+
Negative
1+

Negative
1+
1+
1+
Negative
Negative

1+
1+
1+
2+
1+
1+

2+
1+
1+
1+
1+
1+

1+
2+
Negative
3+
Negative
Negative

1+
1+
1+
1+
2+

Negative
Negative
1+
Negative
Negative

Negative
Negative
1+
1+
Negative

1+
1+
1+
1+
2+

Negative
Negative
1+
1+
Negative

Negative
Negative
Negative
1+
2+

MP: methylprednisolone; PNL: polymorphonuclear leucocytes; T: trauma; 1+: mild changes; 2+: moderate changes; +3:
severe changes

Table II. The mean values of the histopathological criteria scores among different groups.
Hemorrhage
Necrosis
Edema
Microcyst
Microglia
PNL infiltration

Control
2.33 ± 1.03
0.66 ± 0.51
1.50 ± 0.54
1.67 ± 0.51
0.66 ± 0.51
1.17 ± 0.75

MP
1.88 ± 0.99
0.75 ± 0.46
0.62 ± 0.51
1.62 ± 1.06
0.50 ± 0.53
0.62 ± 0.51

MP+Vit E
1.20 ± 1.44
0.20 ± 0.44
0.40 ± 0.54
1.20 ± 0.44
0.40 ± 0.54
0.60 ± 0.89
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DISCUSSION
Despite intensive preventive efforts and modern
surgical techniques, the treatment of acute SCI
remains obscure and SCI continues to be a
significant health problem with high morbidity and
mortality rates. For this reason, many efforts have
been made to understand the pathophysiological
mechanisms, which may help to expose appropriate
treatment in SCI. After the primary injury caused by
mechanical insult, secondary injury mechanisms
that lead step by step to neuronal death appear (7,8).
Nearly all authors believe that the secondary
mechanisms may be prevented by some treatment
strategies and a variety of agents have been
developed
in
experimental
SCI
studies
(6,7,9,14,30,31,36,37). In patients with central
nervous system injury, LP has been believed to be a
major culprit for permanent neurological
dysfunction (16,23). Therefore, treatment protocols
have targeted LP and MP is the most popular
regimen used following SCI among the protocols
proposed. Use of MP has became popular especially
after the results of the NASCIS II and III studies were
reported (6,8) and it is accepted that the primary
action of MP is the inhibition of posttraumatic LP
and to protect the structural and functional integrity
of biological membranes (6,8). However, recent
reports have re-evaluated the results of NASCIS and
other studies and examined the effect of steroids on
acute, nonpenetrating SCI and stated that MP as an
“inappropriate standard of care” in acute SCI (1719).
There is also a natural line of defense
mechanisms including antioxidant enzymes and
vitamins. Vit E is one such vitamin that has
neuroprotective effects due to its antioxidant
features (4,20,21). Studies have shown that Vit E
administration in the setting of acute SCI
significantly decreases LP and edema formation, and
Vit E-deficient rats showed lower recoveries in the
amplitude and latency of spinal cord evoked
potentials (2,20,35). Pretreatment with Vit E reduced
post-injury tissue necrosis and paralysis (2). Based
on the studies with Vit E, it is strongly believed that
Vit E has a neuroprotective effect and decreases the
detrimental consequences of LP after acute SCI.
It is the beyond the scope of this paper to explain
the secondary mechanisms following acute SCI and
the mechanisms by which MP and Vit E prevent LP
as these are explained in details in other articles. Our
6

aim is to show briefly the results of using MP and Vit
E after acute SCI on the basis of histopathological
evidence.
In this study, we investigated six pathological
changes seen in neuronal tissues following central
nervous system injuries. These are as follows:
hemorrhage, necrosis, edema formation, microcyst
formation,
microglia
proliferation,
and
polymorphonuclear (PNL) infiltration of the
meninges. Table 1 summarizes the pathological
changes noted on the specimens following the
trauma. As can be expected, no pathological changes
were noted in the sham group and the changes we
evaluated were marked in the majority of the
specimens belonging to the control (trauma only)
group. Regarding the pathological changes, no major
differences were found between the control group
and MP group except for a mild decrease in edema
formation in the latter one. This fact was proven
statistically as the comparison of the control group
and MP group revealed insignificant values except
for the decrease in edema formation in the latter
group (P=0,01). The most striking findings were
noted in the specimens belonging to MP+Vit E
group. A significant decrease in the amount of
hemorrhage and microcyst formation was seen and
necrosis, microglia proliferation, and PNL
infiltration of the meninges were also less compared
to the other groups. These findings however were
statistically insignificant except for the marked
decrease in edema formation (P=0,009).
The mean values of the pathological criteria for
the groups are summarized in Table 2. As can be
seen, the overall values tend to decrease in the MP
group and this decrease is much more significant
when Vit E is added (MP+Vit E group). We therefore
believe the statistically insignificant results are due
to the small animal population used. Our results
support the results of the studies that re-evaluated
the results of NASCIS and others evaluating the
effects of MP in the setting of SCI (5,6,8,16-19).
The neuroprotective effects of the combination
treatment (MP+Vit E) has been shown in ischemic
brain damage (11) and to our knowledge this is the
first study that shows the neuroprotective effects of
such combination treatment in acute SCI. An
antioxidant, Vit E has been shown to have an
inhibitory effect on LP after SCI (1,3,25). It has also
been demonstrated that amount of increase of lipid
peroxides are directly proportional to an increase in
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the compression weight and a decrease in the level
of Vit E intake in the setting of acute SCI in rats (35).
The degree of functional recovery, which was not
evaluated in this study, might provide a better
evaluation of the results, but this preliminary study
was intended to investigate the histopathological
changes. We believe our results can be helpful for
planning further future studies.
Taken together, the results demonstrate that Vit E
is useful tool for decreasing LP following acute
spinal cord trauma and that MP is more effective
when combined with an antioxidant agent.
Treatment strategies should therefore include an
antioxidant agent in addition to MP or other drugs
following acute SCI.
CONCLUSION
Although there is much debate on the use of MP
in acute SCI, physicians are commonly using it all
over the world. However, there is growing body of
evidence that antioxidant agents have more
prominent neuroprotective effects than MP and that
neuronal death will be prevented in the ischemic
brain when they are combined, In addition, the
beneficial effects of antioxidants and especially Vit E
has been demonstrated in experimental studies. This
preliminary study showed that MP and/or Vit E
alone has a mild beneficial effect but the combination
produced an additive effect for the prevention of the
pathological changes following acute SCI. Therefore,
we suggest the use of MP in combination with Vit E
in the setting of acute SCI. Further studies should be
designed in a large animal population in order to
figure out the exact mechanisms that might explain
how MP plus Vit E decreases the catastrophic
consequences of acute SCI.
REFERENCES
1. Anderson DK, Means ED: Alpha-tocopherol, mannitol and
methylprednisolone prevention of FeCI2-initiated free radical
induced lipid peroxidation in spinal cord. Novelli U (ed) In:
Oxygen free radicals in shock. Basel: Karger, 1986: 224-230
2. Anderson DK, Saunders RD, Demediuk P, Dugan LL,
Braughler JM, Hall ED, Means ED, Horrocks LA: Lipid
hydrolysis and peroxidation in injured spinal cord: partial
protection with methylprednisolone or vitamin E and
selenium. Cent Nerv Syst Trauma 2: 257-267, 1985

5. Bracken MB, Collins WF, Freeman DF, Shepard MJ, Wagner
FW, Silten RM, Hellenbrand KG, Ransohoff J, Hunt WE, Perot
PL Jr, et al.: Efficacy of methylprednisolone in acute spinal
cord injury. JAMA 251: 45-52, 1984
6. Bracken MB, Shepard MJ, Collins WF, Holford TR, Young W,
Baskin DS, Eisenberg HM, Flamm E, Leo-Summers L, Maroon
J, et al.: A randomized, controlled trial of methylprednisolone
or naloxone in the treatment of acute spinal cord injury:
results of the second national acute spinal cord injury study.
N Eng J Med 322: 1405-1411, 1990
7. Bracken MB, Shepard MJ, Collins WF, Holford TR, Baskin DS,
Eisenberg HM, Flamm E, Leo-Summers L, Maroon JC,
Marshall LF, et al.: Methylprednisolone or naloxone treatment
after acute spinal cord injury: 1-year follow-up data. Results
of the second National Acute Spinal Cord Injury Study. J
Neurosurg 76: 23-31, 1992
8. Bracken MB, Shepard MJ, Holford TR, Leo-Summers L,
Aldrich EF, Fazl M, Fehlings M, Herr DL, Hitchon PW,
Marshall LF, Nockels RP, Pascale V, Perot PL Jr, Piepmeier J,
Sonntag VK, Wagner F, Wilberger JE, Winn HR, Young W:
Administration of methylprednisolone for 24 or 48 hours or
trilazad mesylate for 48 hours in the treatment of acute spinal
cord injury. JAMA 277: 1597-1604, 1997
9. Bracken MB, Shepard MJ, Holford TR, Leo-Summers L,
Aldrich EF, Fazl M, Fehlings M, Herr DL, Hitchon PW,
Marshall LF, Nockels RP, Pascale V, Perot PL Jr, Piepmeier J,
Sonntag VK, Wagner F, Wilberger JE, Winn HR, Young W:
Methylprednisolone or trilazad mesylate administration after
acute spinal cord injury: 1-year follow up. Results of the third
National Acute Spinal Cord Injury randomized controlled
trial. J Neurosurg 61: 290-295, 1998
10. Clarkson PM, Thompson HS: Antioxidants: what role do they
play in physical activity and health? Am J Clin Nutr 72: 637646, 2000
11. Daneyemez M, Kurt E, Cosar A, Yuce E, Ides T:
Methylprednisolone and vitamin E therapy in perinatal
hypoxic-ischemic brain damage in rats. Neurosci 92: 693697,1999
12. Edes TE, Kwan SK, Buckley CS, Thomton WH Jr: Tissue
vitamin A repletion is impaired by carcinogen exposure. Int J
Cancer 50: 99-102, 1992
13. Ellis CN, Weiss JS, Hamilton TA, Headington JT, Zelickson
AS, Voorhees JJ: Sustained improvement with prolonged
topical tretinoin (retinoic acid) for photoaged skin. J Am Acad
Dermatol 23: 629-637, 1990
14. Fehling MG, Tator CH, Linden RD: The effect of nimodipine
and dextran on axonal function and blood flow following
experimental spinal cord injury. J Neurosurg 71: 403-416, 1989
15. Gey KF: Ten-year retrospective on the antioxidant hypothesis
of arteriosclerosis: threshold plasma levels of antioxidant
micronutrients related to minimum cardiovascular risk. J
Nutr Biochem 6: 206-236, 1995

3. Anderson DK, Waters TR, Means ED: Pretreatment with
alpha tocopherol enhances neurologic recovery after
experimental spinal cord compression injury. J Neurotrauma
5: 61-67,1988

16. Hall ED, Braughler JM: Central nervous system trauma and
stroke. II. Physiological and pharmacological evidence for the
involvement of oxygen radicals and lipid peroxidation. Free
Radic Biol Med 6: 303-313, 1989

4. Bozbuga M, Izgi N, Canbolat A: The effects of chronic alphatocopherol administration on lipid peroxidation in an
experimental model of acute spinal cord injury. Neurosurg
Rev 21: 36-42, 1998

17. Hurlbert RJ: Methylprednisolone for acute spinal cord injury:
an inappropriate standard of care. J Neurosurg 93: 1-7, 2000
18. Hurlbert RJ: The role of steroids in acute spinal cord injury.
Spine 26: S39-S46, 2001

7

Turkish Neurosurgery 2006, Vol: 16, No: 1, 2-8

İş: The Use of Methylprednisolone, Vitamin E and Their Combination in Acute Spinal Injury

19. Hurlbert RJ, Moulton R: Why do you prescribe
methylprednisolone for acute spinal cord injury? A Canadian
perspective and a position statement. Can J Neurol Sci 29:
236-239, 2002

28. Morio T, Tadanori O, Horiuchi H, Takeba J, Okumura H,
Miyazaki T, Yamamoto H: Delayed neuronal damage related
to microglia proliferation after mild spinal cord compression
injury. Neurosci Res 46: 309-318, 2003

20. Iwasa K, Ikata T: An experimental study on preventive effect
of vitamin E in spinal cord injury. Nippon Seikeigeka Gakkai
Zasshi 62: 767-775,1988

29. Moussavi RM, Garza HM, Eisele SG, Rodriguez G: Serum
levels of vitamins A, C, and E in persons with chronic spinal
cord injury living in the community. Arch Phys Med Rehabil
84: 1061-1067, 2003

21. Katoh D, Ikata T, Katoh S, Hamada Y, Fukuzawa K: Effect of
dietary vitamin C on compression injury of the spinal cord in
a rat mutant unable to synthesize ascorbic acid and its
correlation with that of vitamin E. Spinal Cord 34: 234-238,
1996
22. Keller KL, Fenske NA: Uses of vitamins A, C, and E and
related compounds in dermatology: a review. J Am Acad
Dermatol 39: 611-625, 1998
23. Kinuta Y, Kikuchi H, Ishikawa M, Kimura M, Itokawa Y:
Lipid peroxidation in focal cerebral ischemia. J Neurosurg 71:
421-429, 1989
24. Koc RK, Akdemir H, Kurtsoy A, Pasaoglu H, Kavuncu I,
Pasaoglu A, Karakucuk: Lipid peroxidation in experimental
spinal cord injury. Res Exp Med 195: 117-123, 1995
25. Koc RK, Akdemir H, Karakucuk EI, Oktem IS, Menku A:
Effect of methylprednisolone, trilazad mesylate and vitamin
E on lipid peroxidation after experimental spinal cord injury.
Spinal Cord 37. 29-32, 1999
26. Koc RK, Kurtsoy A, Pasaoglu H, Karakucuk EI, Oktem SI,
Meral M: Lipid peroxidation and oedema in experimental
brain
injury:
comparison
of
treatment
with
methylprednisolone, trilazad mesylate and vitamin E. Res
Exp Med 199: 21-28, 1999
27. Liu XZ, Xu XM, Hu R, Du C, Zhang SX, McDonald JW, Dong
HX, Wu YJ, Fan GS, Jacquin MF, Hsu CY, Choi DW: Neuronal
glial apoptosis after traumatic spinal cord injury. J Neurosci
17: 5395-5406, 1997

8

30. Nesathurai S: Steroids and spinal cord injury: revisiting the
NASCIS 2 and NASCIS 3 trials. J Trauma 45: 1088-1093, 1998
31. Pinnell SR, Murad S: Vitamin C and collagen metabolism. In:
Kligman AM, Takase Y (eds) Cutaneous aging. Tokyo: Univ
Tokyo Pr pp 275-292, 1988
32. Price JF, Fowkes FG: Antioxidant vitamins in the prevention
of cardiovascular disease: the epidemiological evidence. Eur
Heart J 6: 719-727, 1997
33. Sakamoto A, Ohnishi ST, Ohnishi T, Ogawa R: Relationship
between free radical production and lipid peroxidation
during ischemia-reperfusion injury in the rat brain. Brain Res
554: 186-192, 1991
34. Short DJ, El Masry WS, Jones PW: High dose
methylprednisolone in the management of acute spinal cord
injury- a systematic rewiev from a clinical perspective. Spinal
Cord 38: 273-286, 2000
35. Taoka Y, Ikata T, Fukuzawa K: Influence of dietary vitamin E
deficiency on compression injury of rat spinal cord. J Nutr Sci
Vitaminol (Tokyo) 36: 217-226, 1990
36. Todd S, Wooddward M, Tunstall-Pedoe H, Bolton-Smith C:
Dietary antioxidant vitamins and fiber in the etiology of
cardiovascular disease and all-causes mortality: results from
the Scottish Heart Health Study. Am J Epidemiol 150: 10731080, 1999
37. Young W, Flamm ES, Demopoulos HB, Tomasula JJ,
DeCrescito V: Effect of naloxone on posttraumatic ischemia in
experimental spinal contusion. J Neurosurg 55: 209-219, 1981

